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FIRMS UNITE TO WORK ON AIR POWER

Partnership
shows off ‘the
Britain
has to offer’

best

orld-class Brit-

ish engineering,

from companies

large and small,

will be on display
when the Carrier Strike Group
steamsinto action.

Asthe naval strike force de-
ployson its maiden mission tothe
Indo-Pacific, it will act as a float-
ing symbol to the globe of the UK’s
technological prowess.

And it shows what can be
achieved when businesses unite
to tackle one of the biggest indus-
trial endeavours since the Second
World War.

It took 10,000 people from go
companies - ranging from huge
billion-pound multinationals,
employing thousands of people, to
humble local firms with a dozen
staff - to build both the two Queen
Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers.

And a similar feat has been un-
dertaken to create the carriers’
airpower, made up of F-35 stealth
jetsalongside Merlin and Wildcat
helicopters.

From physically building the
aircraft and creating the sophisti-
cated sensors and radar systems
that are within them, to construct-
ing safety lights and critical elec-
tronics, it took an army of people
toachieve.

And for some involved, like re-
tired Royal Navy Commander Matt
Avison, it was a deeply personal ef-
forttobeapart of.

Heisthe capture director with
defence firm Thales UK, which is
akey sub-contractor to Lockheed
Martin UK in developing the so-
phisticated Crowsnest early warn-

This has been a
real testament to
the UK’s ability

to do high-en
engineering

Staff from LFD Ltd at their b

d

ase in Gosport

ing system technology which will
protect his son, an F-35 pilot em-
barked on HMS Queen Elizabeth.

As aformer Sea King helicop-
ter pilot with the navy for some 26
years, Matt knows all too well of
the critical importance of the sys-
tem having used its predecessors,
Cerberus and Search Water.

“Thisis a huge responsibil-
ity. Crowsnest is there to protect
my son as well as everyone else.
Therefore for me, it has to work
and has towork well. It meansa
lot to me. There’s areally personal
connection, he says.

Tony Welch, Thales' vice-pres-
ident for Crowsnest, says the
company’s work on the hi-tech
system would not have been pos-
sible without the collaboration of
the network of small and medium-
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sized enterprises (SME) nation-
wide - as well as his team who
‘went above and beyond’ to com-
plete the system.

The supply chain involved com-
panies from across Hampshire,
including technology and com-
munications firm Viasat, near
Aldershot, IT firm Centerprise
International, near Basingstoke,
and aviation specialists Osprey
Consulting Services near Farnbor-
ough to namejust a few.

‘The SME community has
been absolutely key and we have
had to work very, very closely with
them, Tony says, insisting new
relationships have been forged as
aresult.

Speaking of the project, he adds:
‘This has been areal testament to
the UK’s ability to do high-end en-
gineering. Given the speed that's
it'sbeen done, its quite remark-
able what’s been achieved in the
pasttwoyears.

One of the main partnersin-
volved in the programme was

Leonardo UK.

Aswell as equipping the two
aircraft carriers with communica-
tions technology, the Yeovil-based
firm also produces the Wildcat
and Merlin helicopters and the
sophisticated electronic systems
within them.

Nick Whitney, managing direc-
tor of Leonardo Helicopters UK,
says: ‘Our helicopters truly are the
best of British, made in the UK,
built for and used by the UK armed
forces and supporting their mis-
sions.

"These helicopters being built
in Yeovil are supporting high-end
British jobs.

‘Wedon'tjustlook at these heli-
copters now and think the hard
work is done, we look to see how
we can work together in develop-
ing platforms to meet challenging
scenarios and come together fur-
ther through applying the state-
of-the- art radars. Leonardo UK
provides that holistic solution.’

Nick's colleague Mark Hamilton,



Friday, May 21,2021 portsmouth.co.uk

who is the managing director of
electronics at Leonardo UK, agrees
and says it was ‘extremely re-
warding to see the fruits of our
labour’ helping to keep the nation
safe.

‘As adefence business that em-
ploys some of the UK’s brightest
scientific and engineering minds,
our involvement with the QE-class
isrepresentative of the world-
class capabilities which are made
by UK industry, he adds.

‘As someone who has worked
inthisindustry for many years,
I've seen that the UK is capable of
amazing feats of engineering and
we're able to domestically produce
many of the cutting-edge capabili-
ties that allow our country to play a
leading role on the world stage.

Among the companies working
together with Leonardo was Gos-
port's LFD Ltd.

Based at Zenith House, the team
of15 staff have worked to design,
produce and supply key safety
lights used by both the Wildecat

26

The number of years Matt
Avisonspentasa Royal
Navy helicopter pilot

15

The number of staff at LFD
Ltd who worked on safety
lights for Wildcat and
Merlin helicopters

and Merlin helicopters heading
out on deployment.

‘LFD are proud and privileged to
be able to supply and support UK
military helicopters with lighting
equipment, through Leonardo,
during the forthcoming deploy-
ment of HMS Queen Elizabeth and
Carrier Strike Group, says Len
Fleck, managing director at LFD.

The company was established
in1989 and has been supplying
covert and visible lights to mili-
tary aircraft - both on fixed-wing
and rotary - platformsacross the
world.

But like other companies, LFD
hasbeen battling to adjust to the
restrictions and difficulties placed
upon the company due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Len adds that despite the ‘dif-
ficulties caused by Covid’ over the
past year, it wasa ‘tribute to the
staff” that they were able to com-
plete the systems required for the
Merlin helicopter on time.
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Matt Avison, capture director for Thales UK
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